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M A K E  
 D I S C I P L E S  

 Actual Expenses YTD $281,468 
Actual Received YTD $250,462 

09-06 Gary & Margaret Wilkes 
09-07 Emmett & Leslie Perdue 
09-13 Raymond & Kelly Hawkinberry 
09-16 Chase & Kandise Sherbon 
09-22 Terry & Tara Cooper 
 

Birthdays 

Press On! 
Carson 

09-01 Landen Lewis 
09-02 Jimmie Lewis 
09-02 Andrea Allen 
09-07 Taylor Camp 
09-15 Rachael Stolte 
09-19 Joe Jolley 
09-22 Ken Sweatman 
09-24 Bob Knight 
09-24 Rebekah Dickerson 
09-26 Jordan Whitaker 
09-27 Ari Hoagland 
09-30 Tommy Jones 
 

 

September 2026 

September 2 
 MIDWEEK       6:30PM 
 
September 5 
 Men’s Breakfast       9:00AM 
 At Red Oak Manor 
 
September 6 
 Worship Service       9:00AM 
 Sunday School     10:15AM 
 Worship Service     11:15AM 
 Church Luncheon                     11:15AM 
 
September 7 
 Labor Day-Church Offices Closed  
 
September 9 
 MIDWEEK       6:30PM 
 
September 13 
 Worship Service       9:00AM 
 Sunday School     10:15AM 
 Worship Service     11:15AM 
 
September 16 
 Guinea Mission Trip 
 Interest Meeting       6:15PM 
 MIDWEEK       6:30PM 
 
September 20 
 Worship Service                        9:00AM 
 Sunday School                     10:15AM 
 Worship Service     11:15AM 
 Church Luncheon     11:15AM 
 
September 22 
 Coffee with Carson       8:30AM 
 At Red Oak Manor 
 
September 23 
 MIDWEEK       6:30PM 
 Bring Your Parents to Youth Night 
 
September 27 
 Worship Service       9:00AM 
 Sunday School     10:15AM 
 Worship Service     11:15AM 
 Deacon Meeting After 2nd Service 
 
September 30 
 MIDWEEK       6:30PM 

 I am an easily distracted person. My mind wanders all the time. Focus is a constant 

battle for me, which can make things like sermon preparation and newsletter article writing a 

bit challenging at times. So, a couple of weeks ago, I discovered an app that was created to 

help people like me eliminate distractions. I have to admit, it has been incredibly helpful.  

Each day, I schedule certain times when my computer and phone will only allow me to ac-

cess the things I have designated. If I try to access an app or website that I haven't permitted 

during that time, a screen pops up that simply says, “You are free to do what matters.” In oth-

er words, stop wasting time and get back to what you have decided is important. 

 Now, I don't know about you, but I find it somewhat ironic that an app called 

“Freedom” actually limits my access to certain things. Some might look at that and say, 

“That's not freedom at all! That's restriction.” And there is certainly some truth to that. The app 

restricts my choices. But I've discovered something important: sometimes having fewer 

choices actually gives me greater freedom. 

 The reality is that I can become enslaved to distraction. Living in a world filled with 

constant communication, entertainment, news, notifications, and social media can make it 

incredibly difficult to give our attention to the things that actually matter. We have more 

choices than any generation before us, yet those choices don't necessarily make us more 

free. Instead they give us more ways to become distracted, consumed, and controlled. 

And I think that reveals something important about the way we understand freedom. 

Our culture often defines freedom as the ability to do whatever we want, whenever we want, 

with as few limitations as possible. Restrictions are viewed as inherently negative. Boundaries 

are seen as oppressive. To be free, we are told, means having the greatest possible number 

of choices.  But Scripture gives us a very different picture of freedom. 

 The Bible doesn't define freedom as the absence of boundaries. Biblical freedom is 

being liberated from the things that enslave us so that we can live the life God created us to 

live.  This is why Paul can write in Galatians 5:13, “For you were called to freedom… only do 

not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” 

 Notice what Paul does. He doesn't deny that Christians are free. He celebrates it! But 

he also reminds us that freedom has a purpose. We have not been set free simply to do 

whatever we want. We have been set free to become the people God created us to be—to 

love God, to love others, and to serve His kingdom. 

 The irony is that sometimes the things we believe will make us free can actually be-

come the very things that enslave us. And sometimes the boundaries we resist are the very 

boundaries God uses to lead us into genuine freedom.  Perhaps true freedom isn't being able 

to do whatever we want.  Perhaps true freedom is finally being free to do what matters. 
 

Download our new Church Center 
APP to stay up to date!  

FINANCIALS  
as of August 25, 2026 

CONNECTIONS 
H a r l e m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

Anniversaries 

 
 UPCOMING EVENTS FOR OCTOBER: 

• October 9—Youth Lock-In 
• October 25—Deacons Meeting 
• October 25—Fall Festival 
• October 27—Coffee with Carson 
• Ladies Fun Night Date is TBD! 



C h u r c h  N e w s  
 

I once was lost in darkest night, yet thought I knew the way. 
The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave. 

I had no hope that You would own a rebel to Your will. 
And if You had not loved me first, I would refuse You still. 

 
But as I ran my hell-bound race indifferent to the cost, 

You looked upon my helpless state and led me to the cross 
And I beheld God’s loved displayed; You suffered in my place. 
You bore the wrath reserved for me – now all I know is grace. 

 
Hallelujah, All I have is Christ.  

Hallelujah, Jesus is my life. 
 

Now Lord I would be Yours alone, and live so all might see –  
The strength to follow Your commands could never come from me.  

Oh, Father, use my ransomed life in any way you choose. 
And let my song forever be, “My only boast is You!” 

 
Hallelujah, All I have is Christ.  
Hallelujah, Jesus is my life.* 

 

 Sometimes… sometimes someone else can say what you want to say, but much 
better. The lyrics of this song are just so true. A daily testimony we should be willing to 
declare. Hallelujah – all I have is Christ.  
 
 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, 
who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. – Colossians 3:1-4 

        
 

    In His name, 
Rebekah 

 

 

 

*Lyrics: All I Have is Christ, by Jordan Kauflin 

Church Luncheon 
Church luncheon will  

begin at 11:15AM and continue 
after second service. 

Church Family,  
 
 As I write this, I am only a few hours out from a very important court hear-
ing… today is the day that we are supposed to be making Jade’s adoption final before 
the judge. I say “supposed to” because along the road in our 3+ years of foster care 
experience, things rarely happen just as they are intended. Even now, after having 
been given several assurances by the case manager with DFCS and through our law-
yer, there still seems some resistance within me to the idea that we really will draw 
this chapter to a close today… and Jade will officially be a Powell. There is a hesitation 
and an apprehension that has settled deep inside my soul. So while I write this, there 
is both excitement and anxiety within me, and – to be candid – that has been true for 
much of the last several years. But having shared that with you, I want to share a few 
other things that are on my mind today.  
 
1. If Katie and I had given birth to a biological daughter, we never would have 

named her Jade. That’s not really a name we prefer nor would it have made the 
“final cut” on a list of names we would have selected for a little girl. But Jade is 
the name that she came to our house with, and she has had too many years of 
being Jade for us to change it now. And while Jade is far from my favorite name, 
every time I call out her name I am reminded by God of a valuable lesson… In the 
book of Genesis, Adam named the wild creatures that filled the earth, and in so 
doing, there was an assumption of ownership and dominion over what he 
named. The fact that Katie and I did not get to choose Jade’s name is a powerful 
reminder that we have neither ownership nor dominion over her, because she is 
not truly ours, but God’s. In fact, none of our children belong to us – they belong 
to the Lord. We are simply the ones stewarding their lives to the hopeful end of 
them being faithful believers in Christ. And while we might balk at that, I have 
had to cling to and find comfort in the truth from God’s Word that He loves my 
little girl far more and far better than I ever can.  
 

2. Disappointment and frustration can be stumbling blocks that threaten the foun-
dation of our faith or scaffolding to better build onto the foundation of our faith. 
Over the past 3 years and 4 months, I have experienced both. Through it all, I 
must cling to Christ. When I don’t, my world gets shaky fast. I am hopeful that 
moving forward I will remember August 27th, 2026 as a day when God’s faithful-
ness shone through in the most powerful of ways, even after a season of long-
suffering.  
 

3. I am just so incredibly thankful to you my church family because you have truly 
come alongside both me and Katie and you have carried our burdens under your 
strength. Even though Jade’s case has been “simple” and “straightforward” and 
“easy” in many ways, it has still been a really hard journey. And we would not 
have made it through without you. From the bottom of my heart, I am so grateful 
to you all. Thanks so much for loving us and supporting us through the foster 
care adventure.  

 

                                                                                   -Evan 

Coffee with  
Carson  

September 22nd |  8:30AM 
at Red Oak Manor 

September 6  
(Women’s Ministry) 

Mexican Buffet 
 
 
  

(Building and Grounds) 

Hamburger Steak 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 5th 
9:00AM 

at Red Oak Manor 

 

2027 Guinea Mission Trip 
Interest Meeting 

Wednesday, September 16th 
at 6:15PM 

Monday, September 7th  

Join us for MIDWEEK every Wednesday 
at 6:30 PM! With something for every 
age, it’s a time to come together, grow 
deeper in God’s Word, and strengthen 

our faith. 
 

Adult Discipleship Includes:  
-Genesis  
-Parenting  
-Essentials of Faith  

Bring Your Parent to Youth Night 

Wednesday, September 23rd  
(doors open at 6:15pm) 

Save the Date! 
Annual Fall Festival  

October 25th 

Deacons Meeting 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH  

After 2nd service 


