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Actual Expenses YTD $273,586 
Actual Received YTD $250,785 

FINANCIALS 
as of  August 28, 2022 

* Please call the Church Office if your birthday is not listed. 

09-22 Tara & Terry Cooper 
09-24 Brian & Sheri Murphy 
09-25 Amber  & Russ Lewis 
 

* Please call the Church Office if your anniversary is not listed. 

09-03 Gerald & Joy McKettrick 
09-06 Margaret & Gary Wilkes 
09-07 Kelly & Tripp Lonergan 
09-07 Leslie & Emmett Perdue 
09-13 Kelly & Raymond Hawkinberry 
 

Happy Birthday 
09-24 Rebekah Dickerson 
09-25 Connie Storey 
09-26 LaShon Bennett 
09-26 Jordan Whitaker 
09-27 Vicki Flores 
09-28 Janis Butler 
09-30 Tommy Jones 
09-30 Alisha Hummel 
 

Press on! 
Carson 

@harlembaptistga 

09-01 Landen Lewis 
09-02 Jimmie Lewis 
09-02 Andrea Allen 
09-05 Emmett Perdue 
09-07 Taylor Camp 
09-08 Kristie Dozier 
09-11 Jackson Lonergan 
09-13 Michael Hawkinberry 
09-14 Donna Park 
09-14 Bruce Newsome 
09-15 Rachael Stolte 
09-19 Joe Jolley 
09-22 Ken Sweatman 
09-24 Bob Knight 

September 2022 

 Deacon of the Month 

Dale Arnold 
706-830-3089 

 CONNECTIONS 

 Several weeks ago as our deacons met with our two deacon nominees for a time of questioning 

and sharing our nominees were asked, “How is your personal ministry going?”  And I remember thinking 

to myself, “Wow, what an insightful question.”  But, as I’ve reflected on that question over the past couple 

of weeks I have often wondered how others would respond.  How would you respond if I asked you, “How 

is your personal ministry going?”   

 As Christ followers I believe we should all have a personal ministry.  Certainly, it is much easier to 

see the local church as the place where ministry is carried out.  After all, churches exist to carry out minis-

try.  But, we need to remember that it is the people who make up the church.  We are the church while we 

are together on the physical campus of HBC, but we are also the church as we are scattered, going about 

our daily activities.  We do not cease to be the church when we go home, to work, to school, to the doc-

tor, the senior center, or wherever else we go.  Thus, if we are to faithfully carry out God’s mission in the 

world and if we are to be an active part of His Church, then we must have a personal ministry.  As Christ 

followers, we cannot simply opt out of this 

 The most natural, and perhaps most important place, to begin your personal ministry is in your 

home.  If you are married, God has placed your spouse in your life to serve, encourage, love, and reflect 

Christ to.  If you have children God has given you the tremendous task of being their main discipler for at 

least 18 years.  I pray you take that task seriously.  If you are single and you live alone, or if you are a stu-

dent, your close family and friends group should still be seen as the starting place of your personal minis-

try.  Ask yourself, who do I spend the majority of my time with?  Those are the individuals with whom you 

should begin your personal ministry.  But that ministry expands exponentially once we get outside that 

inner circle.  It extends to our workplaces, schools, teams, clubs, fellow soccer moms, hunting buddies, 

and so on.  When we begin to recognize that we have all been called to be ministers of God then we 

begin to see that the world is ripe for ministry.   

 When we depend entirely on vocational ministers to be ministers of God we quickly diminish the 

kingdom work that can be accomplished in our community and beyond.  When we view the physical 

campus of our church as the only place where ministry is carried out we lose the ability to minister to those 

who are unwilling to attend church with us.   

So, as we navigate through the month of September I want to challenge you to reflect on how 

your personal ministry is going.  Ask yourself how you can improve that ministry.  Consider what opportuni-

ties of ministry the Lord has placed before you.   

Sept 4 Sunday School                      9:45AM 
 Morning Worship                   11:00AM 
 Church Luncheon   12:15PM 
 
Sept 7 
 HBC Blood Drive                 4PM-8PM 
 AWANA     6:15PM 
 Youth     6:45PM 
 OASIS     6:45PM 
 
Sept 11 
 Sunday School     9:45AM 
 Morning Worship                    11:00AM 
 Small Groups*    5:30PM 
Sept 13 
 Leadership Meeting    7:00PM 
 
Sept 14 
 AWANA      6:15PM 
 Youth      6:45PM 
 OASIS      6:45PM 
 
Sept 15 
 North Harlem APPT      5:45PM-7:15PM 
 (Volunteers needed) 
Sept 18 
 Sunday School     9:45AM 
 Morning Worship   11:00AM 
 Church Luncheon   12:15PM 
 
Sept 21 
 AWANA      6:15PM 
 Youth     6:45PM 
 OASIS      6:45PM 
 
Sept 25 
 Sunday School     9:45AM 
 Morning Worship   11:00AM 
 Small Groups*     5:30PM 

Calendar  

L O V E   
G O D  

L OV E  
 PEOPL E  

M A KE  
 D I S C I PL ES  

YOU WILL ALWAYS  

WHAT YOU PLANT  

Galatians 6:7  

*For more information please see church staff. 



 

 

 

Church News 

Youth 
MINISTRY 

B . L . A . S . T
.  

 
 

Will meet each Sunday  
at 11:00AM  

 

 This past week while I was quarantining (and probably spending too much time 
on social media) I stumbled across a “mini-sermon” on my friend’s Facebook page. The 
post said this: When it comes to our Christian assurance – the guarantee of a life led 
sealed by the indwelling of the Spirit – the question is NOT “Am I really TRUSTING 
Christ?” The question is “Am I really trusting CHRIST?” 
 Because of the subtle differences in the two above statements, it took me a 
minute or two to fully understand. But once I realized the message that was being 
“preached” in this social media post, it stopped me in my tracks. And it has been hang-
ing around in the back of my head for several days now.  
 All of us place our trust in something. On a daily basis. We may not ADMIT that, 
to ourselves or to others, but we are all living life by placing our trust, our assurance, 
our security in… something. And it should be easy to see where I’m going with this 
now… Many of us place our assurances in life in the money we have earned. The work 
we have done. The services we have provided. The friendships we have forged. The con-
nections we have made. The businesses that we have built. The righteous acts we have 
performed. The church we attend. The problems we have solved. The promises we have 
kept. The marriages we have stayed faithful to. The games we have won. The hobbies in 
which we have invested. The students we have taught. And so on and so on and so on.  
But the question above: “Am I really trusting CHRIST?” – it leaves no wiggle room. It cuts 
straight to the heart. And the powerful and convicting reminder it provides is this: if you 
are relying on anything to get you to Heaven other than Christ’s sacrifice and His imput-
ed righteousness, you are believing upon and living out a false gospel. There is not one 
single thing of our own effort, of our own wages, of our volition that can allow us to 
achieve for ourselves our own salvation. Nothing… whatsoever… but the blood.  
For me, fall is a wonderful season of the year. I thoroughly enjoy the colder weather, the 

beauty of the leaves changing color, and most of all… college football. But it is also a 

time of the year when I sometimes allow myself to get complacent in my relationship 

with Christ. I do not want that to be my story this year. This year, I want the song of my 

heart to forever be: “I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no power, no wisdom. But I 

will boast in Jesus Christ – His death and resurrection. Why should I gain from his re-

ward? I cannot give an answer. But this I know with all my heart… HIS wounds have paid 

my ransom.” 
-Evan 

-Rebekah 

 

HBC LUNCHEON 

September 4  
Mexican Buffet  

 
 

September 18  
Pot Roast & fixings  

 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you for your generosity in reach-
ing out to Courtney & her family over 
the summer months. She was elated 
with the outpouring of love shown to 
her as were the entire Elliott family. 

Ladies there is an event in Aiken on Oc-
tober 9 & 10 called “Aiken’s Makin.” It 
is a city wide event & you can see a 
poster with details on the Bulletin 
Board. I am not organizing a group to 
go because I will not be able to attend. 
However, if some of you would like to 
meet & go that would be a nice outing. 

Be on the lookout for the beginning of 
prayer groups. Probably 2. You will see 
more information soon.     

-Kathy 

Women’s Ministry: 

 
 
 

Wednesdays | 6:45PM  

 

HARLEM BAPTIST 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Wednesday, September 7th 

4pm-8pm 

 
Come support HBC and donate blood. The 

bus will be located at the rear entrance of 

the church. 

 

Opportunities of Service  

 North Harlem Elementary APPT Event   |   September 15th   |   5:45PM-7:15PM 
 -Childcare is needed for this school event. 
 
 Oliver Hardy Festival   |   October 1st   
 -Volunteers are needed to help park cars and pass out refreshments. 
 
  Welcome Team 
 -In an effort to better connect with visitors we are in need of individuals who are willing to arrive early 
and stay late , to answer questions, to offer direction, and to simply be a welcoming presence. 

 
To sign up for these opportunities go www.harlembaptist.org or email us at church@harlembaptist.org 

IN ADDITION TO OUR WEEKLY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES HERE ARE SOME ADDITIONAL AREAS OF NEED 

Have you ever heard (or said) the phrase, Expect the worst, but hope for the best? I mean, I 
know the heart behind this phrase means we should prepare contingencies in case our plans 
fail. It is meant to temper our expectations so that we don’t end up too disappointed by life or 
circumstances.  But still, I find it to be a horrible saying. The problem is that it completely mis-
represents the nature of expectation. Expectation is a form of faith. Your expectation is the 
belief that what you’re hoping for is actually going to happen (Hebrews 11:1), not your back up 

plan to take care of yourself in case it doesn’t.   You can’t hope for God’s best if you’re believing for the worst. You can’t hope to get 
the job you desperately need if you’re expecting to get turned down. You can’t hope that God is going to restore your marriage if 
you’re expecting to sign divorce papers any day now.  
 

What would Peter have done that day out on the Sea of Galilee if he had expected the worst and hoped for the best? Well, his name 

means “Rock”, so I suppose he would have expected to sink! This terrible expectation would have been offset at best by a hope that 

Jesus would grab his arm and pull him back to the surface before he drowned. But that’s not what was going through Peter’s mind. 

He expects the best – at least at first. Since Jesus calls him out of the boat, Peter obviously thinks he will be able to go to Him while 

walking on the waves. Yes, it’s true that in just a moment his fear will get the better of him. His faith will cease holding him up, and 

he will earn a mild rebuke from the Lord because of it. But let’s give him his props. At least for a little while, he really believes he can 

walk on water – and he does!  How many of us have such a strong expectation of the best that we are prepared to lower ourselves 

over the side of the boat and place the ball of our foot onto the uncertainty of water? 

 

At our rehearsal dinner, my husband and I shared this short story with our wedding party:  “Once, a village in need decided to pray 

for rain. But on the day of prayer, when all the people gathered, only one young boy came with an umbrella.”  We also gifted them 

each with a decorative umbrella with Ephesians 3:20-21 written on it: “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 

we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations.”  

 

God’s ability is so far beyond what we can hope to imagine. We don’t have to give Him an “out” by preparing for the worst. Don’t be 

afraid to expect the best from Him in our lives. Hope for the best. Accept what God allows. And give Him all the glory. 

 

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in 

eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.”  (Romans 8:18-19) 

 

 
*Credit fully given to a combinations of a few sermons I have heard in the past.  


